CPR in the elderly: when should it be performed?
Data comparing the success of CPR in elderly hospitalized persons, those living in the community, and those in long-term care facilities show varying results. In general, elderly patients who receive CPR following arrest do not fare as well as younger patients, but there appears to be a subgroup of elderly in whom the success rate is relatively high. Specifically, patients who demonstrate ventricular fibrillation or ventricular tachycardia are more likely to survive than are those demonstrating asystole or electromechanical dissociation. Most studies have not shown a difference in mental or functional impairment between older and younger survivors of cardiac arrest.